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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1a 5 9.2 11.2 30 30.7 1.7
A1b 5 5 4.6 15 33.3 1.7
A2a 42 16.6 6.2 30 55.3 14.5
A2b 42 6.9 3.2 15 46 14.5
A3a 56 18.6 5.6 30 62.1 19.4
A3b 56 7.3 3 15 48.9 19.4
A4a 53 16.2 5.8 30 54.1 18.3
A4b 53 8.3 2.7 15 55.5 18.3
B1a 156 16.3 5.5 30 54.3 54
B1b 156 7.8 3.1 15 51.7 54
B2a 138 13 5.4 30 43.4 47.8
B2b 136 6.7 3.1 15 45 47.1
B3a 67 12.8 5.6 30 42.7 23.2
B3b 66 5.5 3.1 15 36.9 22.8
B4a 53 9.3 4.6 30 31 18.3
B4b 50 6.4 2.9 15 42.8 17.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Q.2 (a) Examine the effects of the Exile on Israel’s religion. [AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


The Jews deported to Babylon were the political, ecclesiastical and 
intellectual leaders, they were given considerable freedom and managed to 
shape Israel’s future, not only religiously but politically as well (cf. Ezekiel’s 
blueprint for a new Jerusalem).  There were important theological 
developments, e.g. a new interest in individualism, salvation history and 
eschatology.  Despite an initial temptation to question God’s justice and to 
lapse from the ancestral faith, Yahwism took firmer root in Babylon than it 
ever had before.  As they could no longer worship in the Temple, the Jews 
developed the religious school (later to become the synagogue) where 
worship consisted of a hymn, a prayer and a lecture.  The Sabbath took on a 
new importance, there was a new emphasis on circumcision, fasting, dietary 
and purity regulations.  Observance of the Law became a crucial religious 
obligation.  A class of teachers of the law developed, who argued that 
everything that had happened to Israel was God’s punishment for apostasy.  
The Torah was redacted during this time.  


(b) ‘The Exile taught Israel to reach out to other nations.’ 
Assess this statement. [AO1 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


For 
The Jewish faith began attracting people of other nationalities.  Ezekiel taught 
that Yahweh’s glory dwelt not in Jerusalem but with those who worshipped 
him wherever they were.  Yahweh was, therefore, present in Babylon.  
Second Isaiah asserts that God has chosen Israel ‘for a light to the Gentiles’.  
The future restoration of the nation was to lead to the redemption of all 
mankind.  


Against 
Old Testament texts prior to the Exile speak of the universality of God’s 
blessings.  Far from making them reach out to other nations, the Exile made 
the Jews more inward-looking.  They put a new emphasis on their religious 
customs and traditions, e.g. circumcision, the Sabbath, the keeping of the 
Law.  The scribes emerged as Jewish leaders, and Judaism came to be an 
exclusive and legalistic religion. 












Sticky Note

It would be good to include a definition of the term 'allegory' here. 



Sticky Note

The types of soil need to be identified.







Sticky Note

There is some carelessness in spelling.



Sticky Note

The responses need to be identified.











Sticky Note

Nothing on Mark 4:10-13, which suggests that only those to whom it has been revealed that Jesus is the Son of God can understand the parable.



Sticky Note

The interpretation may also be that of the early church.
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Sticky Note

The question is not about the Gadarene demoniacs.







Sticky Note

The question is not about the raising of the Widow's Son.



Sticky Note

The response is not focused on the question.



Sticky Note

The story is also in Matthew and John.



Sticky Note

five loaves and two fish!







Sticky Note

What about the other two?
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Sticky Note

Joseph's.



Sticky Note

sheep!











Sticky Note

There is evidence of clear understanding, but some elements are missing, e.g. the historical background; the supernatural elements that demonstrate Jesus' divinity, and his presentation at the Temple which demonstrates his humanity. 



Sticky Note

Quirinius was not governor of Syria in the days of Herod. 







Sticky Note

There is too much comparing and contrasting Matthew and Luke's versions. The question does not ask for this.



Sticky Note

The response would have earned more marks if it focused on the question, which is specifically on Luke's version. There is too much comparing and contrasting Matthew and Luke's versions. The dubious historicity of Luke's version, e.g. that Quirinius was not governor of Syria when Herod was king of Judea, is not understood.
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2. (a) Examine the effects of the Exile on Israel’s religion. [30]


(b) ‘The Exile taught Israel to reach out to other nations.’
Assess this statement. [15]
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Q.3 (a) Examine the key features of miracles with reference to the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand. [AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


Key features include the hopelessness of the situation, the disciples' confusion, 
the pity for suffering humanity, the miracle is performed through words and is 
designed to bring glory to God, the need for faith. 


A nature miracle; the only miracle that appears in all four gospels.  Expect a 
general outline.  There are five loaves and two fish (in John, provided by a 
young boy). 


(b) ‘The accounts of the miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand are too 
similar to be true.’ 
Assess this statement. [AO2 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


For 
The miracle is recorded in all four gospels almost word-for-word.  This suggests 
that the evangelists copied one another.  Some scholars have argued that all 
miracles were stories made up by the early church to teach faith.  In this one, 
the loaves represent spiritual nourishment and the fishes salvation. 


Against 
The similarities are due to oral transmission of the accounts, which were 
originally eyewitness accounts, e.g. Mark may have been ‘Peter’s interpreter’ 
(Papias).  The Pharisees never denied Jesus’ miracles.  If the miracles were 
made up by the early church, they would have been far more astonishing.  If this 
particular miracle is untrue, what about others, in particular the resurrection? 

































Sticky Note

What exactly is reported to have happened?







Sticky Note

This needs some further explanation. How do the miracles reflect the voice of Jesus?







Sticky Note

The question is specifically on the Feeding of the Five Thousand.



Sticky Note

It appears in all four gospels.







Sticky Note

Are the similarities due to oral transmission?



Sticky Note

Were the miracle stories made up by the early church to teach faith? If so, what about the resurrection?
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4. (a) Explain how the Old Testament set up David as a role model for kings. [30]


(b) ‘Israel’s early monarchy was a failure.’
Assess this statement with reference to Saul, David and Solomon. [15]
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Q.4 (a) Explain how the Old Testament sets up David as a role model for kings. 
[AO1 30] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


David was a successful military leader: by his conquest of the Ammonites and 
the Philistines he succeeded in making Israel an independent state that 
extended from the Euphrates to the Nile; he conquered the Jebusite city of 
Jerusalem and made it his administrative capital and brought there the Ark of 
the Covenant; he was a successful diplomat (cf. treaty with Hiram, king of Tyre).  
He gave Israel a capital, a royal court and dynasty, a standing army and a 
central administration.  He was also a prophet, poet and musician, and is 
credited with the organisation of religious worship.  He reigned for thirty-three 
years.  The Old Testament records his sins without excuse, but also records his 
repentance and his faith.  In reward for his piety, God promised him that he 
would establish his kingdom forever.  He is a model penitent; his repentance 
was so sincere that God pardoned him.  He is described as a king according to 
God’s own heart, but the account of his reign was written by Deuteronomic court 
historians favourable to the monarchy. 


(b) ‘Israel’s early monarchy was a failure.’ 
Assess this statement with reference to Saul, David and Solomon. [AO2 15] 


Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited. 


For 
The early kings and their weaknesses.  Saul seems to have been a manic 
depressive, he deferred to Samuel and became depressed when he thought 
God had abandoned him.  David murdered Uriah and had an adulterous affair 
with his wife, Bathsheba, he dithered over the succession and failed to control 
his own household.  Solomon was vain; his foreign wives led him astray; his 
taxes were unpopular. 


Against 
They all had strengths too.  Saul was a successful and popular military leader.  
David laid the military and administrative foundations of an empire and is 
regarded as the ideal Israelite king; Solomon consolidated David’s work, 
established a temple and its cult that lasted for several centuries and remains a 
byword for wisdom. 
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1. (a) Examine the key themes in Luke’s narrative of the events surrounding the births of John
the Baptist and Jesus. [30]


(b) ‘Luke’s Birth Narrative cannot be trusted.’
Assess this view. [15]
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3. (a) Examine the key features of miracles with reference to the Feeding of the Five
Thousand. [30]


(b) ‘The accounts of the miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand are too similar to be 
true.’
Assess this statement. [15]
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SECTION B 
 


Introduction to the New Testament 
To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided by the chief examiner.  


What follows is the knowledge base according to which marks are to be allocated as 
described in the generic level descriptors. 


 
 
Q.1 (a) Examine the key themes in Luke’s narrative of the events surrounding the 


births of John the Baptist and Jesus. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  The story of Jesus’ birth is told from Mary’s viewpoint, and includes: 


 The appearance of the angel, Gabriel, to Mary. 


 Mary visits Elizabeth. 


 The Magnificat. 


 The birth of John the Baptist. 


 The Benedictus. 


 The census. 


 The shepherds. 


 The presentation of Christ in the Temple. 


 The Nunc Dimittis. 


 The return to Nazareth from Jerusalem. 
  
  Reference to supernatural elements (e.g. angels, John the Baptist’s pre-birth 


recognition of the Messiah, the Virgin Birth, Simeon’s response) show Luke’s 
conviction that Jesus is the Son of God.  Other elements emphasise his 
humanity (e.g. his poverty, his circumcision). 


 
 
 (b) ‘Luke’s Birth Narrative cannot be trusted.’ 
  Assess this view. [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  The supernatural elements in the account look like myths, some scholars have 


called for the gospels to be demythologised.  Luke’s chronology appears to be 
erroneous.  Quirinius was not governor of Syria (which included Judea) ‘in the 
days of Herod’ (Luke 1:5).  He became governor two years after Herod’s death, 
and held a census in AD 6 or 7, several years after Jesus’ birth.  The 
Benedictus, Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis may have been confessional hymns 
already in use by the Christian community before Luke attributed them to 
various characters in his birth story. 


 
  Against 
  What is important is God’s entry into his creation.  Luke presents this in an 


imaginative way.  Moreover, if Jesus is God, one would expect supernatural 
elements at his birth.  Some scribe may have miscopied the name Quirinius for 
Saturninus, who was, indeed, governor of Judea from BC 9 to AD 6.  We do not 
know the origin of the canticles. 
  
















Sticky Note

This is post-exilic. 







Sticky Note

The focus is entirely on post-exilic Jerusalem. What was needed was a discussion of the important developments during the exile itself - a new interest in individualism, salvation history and eschatology; the founding of religious schools (later, synagogues); a new emphasis on the Sabbath, the law, dietary and purity regulations; etc. 







Sticky Note

post-exilic.







Sticky Note

Nothing on Ezekiel's idea that God's glory dwelt not in Jerusalem, but with those who worshiped him. Nothing on Second Isaiah's idea of Israel as 'a light to the Gentiles'.   



Sticky Note

Other examples of legalistic practices might include circumcision, the keeping of the Sabbath, fasting and dietary regulations.
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2. (a) Describe how the Parable of the Sower is interpreted to the disciples in Mark’s Gospel.
[30]


(b) ‘The Parable of the Sower and its interpretation reflect who Jesus was.’
Assess this statement. [15]
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Q.2 (a) Describe how the Parable of the Sower is interpreted to the disciples in 
Mark’s Gospel. [AO1 30] 


 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  It is one of the few parables that Jesus himself allegedly explained.  It is a 


parable of the Kingdom, and occurs in the three Synoptic gospels.   
 
  The seed falls: 


(i) on the path and is eaten by birds; 
(ii) on rocky ground where it cannot lay roots; 
(iii) among thorns which choke it, and 
(iv)  on good soil where it grows. 
 
The interpretation (Mark 4:15-20) begins by identifying the seed as the word, 
sown in different types of people, but then switches to the seed being people 
sown into different types of environment: 
(i) Satan takes the word away, 
(ii) difficulties cause shallow hearers to fall away,  
(iii) the word is choked by worldly cares, 
(iv) the hearers accept the word and bear fruit. 
 
It seems that there are two confused lines of interpretation, neither of which fits 
the parable, and both of which may have been an attempt by the early church to 
allegorise a parable that originally had a simpler meaning; that the Kingdom will 
flourish despite setbacks.  Expect some critical analysis for marks above Level 5. 


 
 (b) ‘The Parable of the Sower and its interpretation reflect who Jesus was.’ 
  Assess this statement. [AO2 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  In Mark 4:10-13, Jesus makes clear that what is needed to understand this, and 


other parables is prior faith in him.  Only those to whom it has been revealed 
that he is the Son of God can understand the parable and respond to it in faith.  
He quotes Isaiah 6:10, who also knew that his message to Israel would be 
ignored, leading to divine punishment.  The parable’s earthly images are meant 
to conceal its divine truths, just as Jesus’ humanity concealed his divinity. 


 
  Against 
  The explanation is not that of Jesus, but of the early church, which wanted to 


emphasise that Jesus’ teaching would not be accepted by everyone.  The 
original parable was probably a simple statement that the disciples need not 
worry about how their message would be received, any more than a sower 
might worry about the seed that he sows.  In any case, it is more about the 
types of soil than the Sower, whom Jesus does not identify.  It can be 
appreciated as a comment on the human condition, without believing that Jesus 
is God. 
  












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


2 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


3 








Sticky Note

Why are the Deuteronomists so supportive of David?







Sticky Note

David as prophet, poet and musician?







Sticky Note

There is evidence of clear understanding. 



Sticky Note

David as a diplomat? Cf. his treaty with Hiram, king of Tyre. 







Sticky Note

Saul's manic depression? David as murderer? Solomon's vanity?



Sticky Note

Saul's popularity? David's status as the ideal Israelite king? Solomon's wisdom?











